June 2012

A Message from Rabbi Saks

| remember seeing a t-shirt with
two and a half apples printed on
it. Above the apples were the
words, “Three Reasons to Be a
Teacher,” and below the apples
were the words, *“June,

July, and August.” Of
course, the image implied

that among the best
reasons to become a
teacher were the summers

off. But those of us who

have ever been teachers

know that the real reward

is not in the time spent away from
the classroom, but rather in the
time spent in the classroom, with
the students.

Some of my favorite moments
have been opportunities | have
had to interact with religious
school students. | began
teaching religious school while |
was still in college. While on the
educational staff at Jacobs
Camp, | had a student write a
postcard home that simply said,
“Today | played soccer. Lunch
was okay. SHIUR J[our lesson]
ROCKED!” In rabbinical school, |
had the privilege of teaching fifth
grade in a synagogue in New
York City. One of my students
asked me, “If we don't know how
to pronounce God's hame, how
do we know it's not pronounced
like any of the words we use?
Shouldn't we be careful with all
of our words, since any of them
could be God's name?” And
since becoming a rabbi, | have
had the good fortune, in
particular, of teaching B'nai

Mitzvah and Confirmation
students during these times of
important Jewish life cycle
events.

Perhaps there's a special
place in my heart for being
in a classroom. My mother
and father are educators,
both now retired. My entire
childhood existed within the
framework of learning and
of teaching. | heard stories
of my parents' students and
the joys that my parents
experienced in their years of
teaching. Though | may have
inherited a love of teaching, |
know that | would still cherish
opportunities to impact the lives
of students even if | were not the
child of teachers.

There is a lesson in the Talmud in
Sanhedrin 19b that tells wus
whoever teaches another
person's child is rewarded by
Jewish tradition as though the
child were his or her own. Baruch
Sienna writes, “We owe our
parents our lives, and this is a
debt that can never be repaid.
But the teacher who changed
our life, who inspired us, and
helped us find meaning, also
shares our eternal gratitude.”

So important is the mission of
teaching that the Talmud says, “If
a person goes looking for
property lost by a parent and lost
by a teacher, the teacher's takes
precedence over that of the
parent. Because even though
the parent brought that person
into the world, the teacher, who

Sivan/Tamuz

taught wisdom, brings that
person into the World to
Come.” (Bava Metzia 33a)

Our Religious School is sustained
by volunteer teachers who give
of themselves to change the lives
our students. Over the course of
the past school year, | have had
the privilege of working closely
with B'nai Mitzvah and
Confirmation students who each
reached a significant Jewish
milestone because members of
this congregation taught them.
Each year, there are teachers
who retire or step down from their
positions in our Religious School.
Each year, we need new
teachers.

Please consider becoming a
teacher in our Religious School
next year. If you don't think you
know enough about Judaism to
teach, don't worry. Orly and | will
help you. Pirke Avot says that
anyone who teaches a single
section, a single rule, a single
verse, a single expression, or even
a single letter is to be treated
with respect and honor. If you
teach, you'll afford yourself a
great opportunity to learn more
about Judaism and, perhaps
more important, to learn from
your students.



President's Message - Lisa Pierce

“Good work is seldom done by
accident. It is done by people who
care.” Author unknown

We are so fortunate to be part of a
congregation made up of people
who care. As | am preparing for
our annual meeting on June 5 and
reviewing the activity of the past
year, I'd like to extend a heartfelt
thank you to all our Bet Ha'am
volunteers who have worked so
hard to help our congregation
flourish. From the little things, like
sharing a smile or helping a visitor,
to the big things, like planning an
event or chairing a committee,
each and all of these efforts make
an enormous difference and help
our community grow even
stronger.

At Shabbat services on Friday,
June 15, we will be honoring two
volunteers whose caring and
commitment have made a
difference at Bet Ha'am.

Donna Landau's tireless efforts to
catalog and organize our library
collection have made it possible
for us to live up to our identity as
the People of the Book by having
our library at the center of
congregational life. In addition,
Donna, Stephanie Cummings and
the rest of the library team have
created a warm and inviting
space that many of us gravitate
toward on a regular basis. By
spearheading the effort to create
congregational archives, Donna
has shown us the importance of
marking our history. She
understands instinctively that we
all grow in tiny ways day by day,
but that ultimately these tiny
changes create leaps from one
milestone to the next. There is
enormous value in capturing

snapshots in
time, and Donna
has done that for
us. Donna has
developed a
structure for
those who wiill
follow us to
continue these
tasks. She has
also given us a gift that will help us
tell our story more fully to the next
generation.

Sharon Newman has helped
shape the story of our
congregation in many ways
through her volunteer work - most
notably by enhancing our services
with her musical contributions. Her
ability to transport us with a
melody that connects us to 6000
years of Jewish history and to Jews
the world over is a beautiful gift
that she gives to Bet Ha'am often
and with love. Her ability to help
us learn a new melody that opens
our eyes to another way to
connect with God and each other
is a gift that will stay with each of
us for many years to come.
Sharon's truly extraordinary talents,
not just with music but also with
liturgy and ritual, greatly enhance
both our High Holy Day and
Shabbat worship. Along with
Perry's inspired contributions,
Sharon has added much joy to our
community's simchas. We are so
lucky that the Newmans have
found a spiritual home at Bet
Ha'am, and | look forward to
singing, learning and praying with
them farinto our future together.

| hope you will join me on June 15
as we celebrate the contributions
of these two wonderful women
whom | am proud to call my
friends. May their caring inspire us

all to share our talents, find a task
to accomplish and a mission to
fulfil, and make a difference for
our whole community.
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Orly Mendelson Biggie

The 2011-2012 school year has ended! Summer is

here! During our last family program in May, families

and students in grades one through six created their

own summer calendars. These calendars noted what

midot (virtues that provide moral guidance) each

student would like to explore and do during the
summer. Hopefully, everyone will follow their calendars and even
add midot they can practice!

I would like to encourage our families to see the summer as a
vacation from Religious School, but not a vacation from our Jewish
lives and learning. All students in grades one through seven would
benefit from reviewing Hebrew letters, Hebrew reading and the
prayers they have learned. | encourage students in grades four and
up to continue chanting the Friday night Kiddush. Attending
Saturday morning worship services and saying different blessings will
also help students remember what they have learned this year. If
you ask your child to retell Torah stories, Jewish history, and
information about Israel that they studied this year, you might learn
something too!

I wish you all a wonderful summer.

Religious School News

Thank you to last month's substitute teacher: Andy Lilienthal.

Thank you to Kerri Berman and Elizabeth Buschbaum for chairing our
Teacher Appreciation Luncheon and thank you to all the parents
who brought delicious food and helped with the luncheon. Thank
you to Jessica Butzel, John Cole and Kristin Schardt for serving and
cleaning during the luncheon.

Preparing for 2012-2013

Please complete your school registration for next year as soon as
possible. We are trying to plan for class size, teachers and materials.

If you can help us set up classrooms for next year, please call the
office. This will count toward the ten hours of volunteer work that
each family is expected to contribute during the year.

Do you still have library books out?

Please return any books you might still have from our Children's
Library to the synagogue office as soon as possible.

Teachers Needed!

We have teaching opportunities for everyone! We need teachers for
both our morning and evening Religious School. Please offer your
time; we can't have classes without teachers!
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Schedule of Services

Friday, June 1
Kabbalat Shabbat

Teacher Appreciation Service  7:30 PM

Saturday, June 2

Torah Study 9:00 AM
Worship Service 10:00 AM
Parsha Nasso

Friday, June 8

Family Kabbalat Shabbat 6:30 PM

Saturday, June 9

Torah Study 9:00 AM
Worship Service 10:00 AM

Parsha Beha'alotcha

Friday, June 15
Kabbalat Shabbat
Volunteer Appreciation Service 7:30 PM

Saturday, June 16
Torah Study
Worship Service
Parsha Sh'lach

9:00 AM
10:00 AM

Friday, June 22

Kabbalat Shabbat Service 7:30 PM
Saturday, June 23

Torah Study

Worship Service

Emma Goldberg-Courtney

Bat Mitzvah,

daughter of Nancy Goldberg &
Vito Courtney

Parsha Korach

9:00 AM
10:00 AM

Friday, June 29

Kabbalat Shabbat Service 7:30 PM
Saturday, June 30
Torah Study
Worship Service
Parsha Chukat

9:00 AM
10:00 AM

Please join the congregation
in celebration as Emma is called to the
Torah as Bat Mitzvah.

A New Way to Begin

Friday Night Services
By Nathan Szanton, Membership Chair

Bet Ha'am's newly re-formed Membership Committee spent its first
meeting discussing how we can strengthen our welcoming atmosphere
so that we're poised to welcome new members while continuing to
make our community warm and inviting for existing members.

We considered a variety of ideas and identified six we want to begin
working on. Rather than outlining them all in this short space, | want to
focus on one. We'd be interested in your feedback.

We've proposed to the Board and Rabbi Saks that we change the way
Friday night services begin. Instead of filing into a slowly filling sanctuary
and waiting quietly, we recommended gathering in the social hall for
some conversation and light snacks. Then, when it's time, we could all
go into the sanctuary together.

This is a beloved tradition at many other synagogues. It would give us a
chance to come together as a group before services begin. When we
enter the sanctuary, we would have made connections with one
another, rather than choosing a seat while looking at the backs of the
heads of those already in the room. We would be more likely to sit with
others we've met, rather than just with those with whom we came (if
we came with anyone). Those arriving at our outdoor courtyard and
looking through the wall of glass would see a warm, brightly-lit social
hall with people chatting and noshing, rather than a dark, empty room.

We think that, for those in the social hall, waiting to enter the sanctuary
would build a positive tension, an anticipation of welcoming Shabbat.
When it's time for services to start, the rabbi would begin a niggun for
us to sing together before we enter the sanctuary.

Of course, anyone who wants to spend a few moments alone in the
sanctuary before services could still do so.

We met with Rabbi Saks and President Lisa Pierce to present this idea.
Rabbi Saks suggested a name that he's seen used at other Reform
synagogues, Kabbalat Panim, which is Hebrew for Welcoming Faces.
We think the name fits very well.

We organized our first, experimental Kabbalat Panim on Friday, May 4.
About 75 people came and seemed to really enjoy it. We feel this
merits extending the experiment, so we're continuing to hold Kabbalat
Panim each Friday evening, beginning a half hour before the start of
services. Meanwhile, we'd like your feedback on this initiative. Please
call me at 797-2395 or email me at szanton@maine.rr.com to let me
know your thoughts. Your thoughts would be even more valuable if
you've attended a Kabbalat Panim, so we invite you to try one soon!
Thanks.
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Annual Meeting and
Strategic Planning Kick-Off

Please join the Board of Trustees for Bet Ha'am's
Annual Meeting and Strategic Planning Kick-Off

Tuesday, June 5
The evening will begin at 6:30 PM in the Social Hall
with our election of new Board members and
reports from the President, Treasurer, and Rabbi.
At 7:15 PM we will have our Strategic Planning
Kick-Off. Planning consultant Gary Stern will
facilitate our discussion and our first opportunity to
share ideas and opinions as we begin our strategic
planning process.

Refreshments and good company provided!



%

Annual Plant Sale

Midot Family Program
May 13, 2012



Contest'. Contest! c°ntest!

Design g T-shirt
for Set Hqqwi!

Entries due July 1, 2012

Winner will be announced in
August

T-shirts available for purchase
in the fall!

Submit your entry by email to Lisa Pierce
(lisapie@maine.rr.com) or to the office at Bet
Ha'am, 81 Westbrook Street in South Portland

Mikvat Shalom

Mikvat Shalom will hold its Annual Meeting at Shaarey Tphiloh Synagogue, 76 Noyes Street, Portland, on Sunday, June
10, at 7:00 PM.

There will be a brief meeting and a tour of the newly renovated space.

Board members will be available to answer questions and talk about volunteer opportunities. For more information,

see www.mikvatshalom.org or call 799-9257.
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Social Action
Committee News

Once a month, Bet Ha'am volunteers
prepare and deliver a meal to Friendship
House, a shelter for homeless men
struggling with addiction. We bring in a
meal for about fifteen residents on the
fourth Wednesday of the month, from
September through May. Each volunteer
prepares one part of the meal and
delivers it to Friendship House any time
during the day. We could use your help.
Care to join us? E-mail Solange Kellerman
(solangekell@hotmail.com) for more
information or to join our foodie team.

The Social Action Committee hosted an
evening program in May that focused on
the needs of Maine's recent immigrants,
including refugees and those seeking
asylum. Many people left the program
inspired and eager to help. The
Committee is investigating ideas to
involve Bet Ha'am in refugee and
immigrant issues. Stay tuned - and
consider joining us at our next meeting on
June 12 at 5:30 PM at Bet Ha'am - as we
continue the discussion.

The Committee also hosted a message-
training event by Equality Maine last
month. The purpose was to help
synagogue members find ways to discuss
marriage equality with friends and family
members. We will continue to stay active
on this issue as we approach the
November vote on marriage equality in
Maine. Join us!

We will take a hiatus in July and resume
meeting on the first Thursday of every
month at 7:00 PM on August 2. All are
welcome. For more information, please
contact Shoshana Hoose, Social Action
Committee chair, at
shoose@maine.rr.com.

Garden Notes
by Toby Rosenberg

A sunny Mothers' Day was the perfect backdrop for our third
annual plant sale. Bet Ha'am members and friends generously
donated hundreds of plants dug from their gardens. We also sold a
six-foot gingko tree, exotic miniature orchids, mint dug from our
raised beds and etrog seedlings started at our Tu B'Shevat seder.

Committee members Beth Simpson, Laura Kittle, Julia Bailin and
Toby Rosenberg, along with an energetic team of volunteers, made
the day a delightful success. Thank you to Cathy Breen, Annette
Lemek, Claire Payne (Julia Bailin's mother), Jane Weinstein, David
Caldwell and Oliver Watts for their help. Kudos to co-chairs Beth
Simpson and Joan Caldwell for great event planning. Thanks to
Karen Siverman and Julia Bailin for photographing the day's
activities. All the gardeners who so generously gave plants and all
the customers who bought them helped us raise $1035.

We saved some of the unsold day lilies and blue fescue grass to
plant around Bet Ha'am. The few remaining plants were donated
to the South Portland Land Trust plant sale.

In other garden news, our wheat under the fire escape is growing.
The species planted last fall are tall in the back rows and the spring
wheat is quickly filing out the front row. Take a look!

And the weeds are growing too!

The Committee has set every Tuesday, from 5:00 PM until dark or
tired, for weeding. Members of the Committee wil work, give
advice, and support everyone's efforts. On the third Tuesday of
each month, committee members will get volunteers started on
weeding and then conduct the Garden Committee meeting.

Some Sunday weeding sessions will also be scheduled. Keep an eye
on the weekly e-mails for announcements of these dates.

Some of our experienced volunteers choose to weed
independently at their own convenience after getting approval
from committee members. Ruth Higgs and Cathy Breen can often
be spotted in the garden doing just that!

Karen Siverman and Stephanie Cummings have generously
embarked on a project to document the plants and weeds in our
sanctuary garden in photographs. We will use these photographs to
compile laminated guide books that will help volunteers distinguish
between our plants and the weeds that need to be pulled.

The Garden Committee welcomes all volunteers. If you are
interested in getting involved in weeding, planting, pruning, raised
bed gardening, wheat harvesting and more, please contact the
office.
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Adult Library News

COME JOIN US

The next meeting of the Library Committee will be on
Thursday, June 7, at 6:00 PM in the Bet Ha'am Library. We
invite you to join the committee, bring ideas on how to
grow the library, plan events that the library might sponsor,
suggest titles and authors the library must have, etc.

WHAT'S NEW

We are pleased to announce that congregants can now
search on a MacBook Pro to find book titles, authors,
subjects and what's new in the library collection. For now,
the MacBook Pro laptop sits in the pass-through to the
libary office. We plan to install a shelf with comfortable
seating some time soon.

THANK YOU FOR RECENT BOOK DONATIONS

1. Barb and Sam Himmelrich of Baltimore, MD donated
Dreams of Freedom from the National Museum of
American Jewish History. Barb is a board member of the
Philadelphia Jewish History Museum.

2. Roy Rosenberg donated Swimming in the Sea of Talmud
by Katz and Schwartz; All Rivers Run to the Sea, Elie
Wiesel's memoirs; Jewish Worship by Abraham Millgram, a

presentation of the development and contemporary
significance of Jewish liturgy; and The Book of Psalms, a
new translation according to the traditional Hebrew text.

3. Margaret and Harry Blumenthal donated From the Star
of Shame to the Star of Courage, the story of the yellow
star.

4. Barbara Riegelhaupt donated Congregation Bet Ha'am
calendars from 5759 through 5763 for our archives.

IN COLLABORATION WITH THE MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE,
the Adult Library Committee participated in a gathering
for new members at the home of Sarah and Nathan
Szanton. We welcomed each of our ten new families to
Bet Ha'am with a library card and a note explaining how
to navigate the library.

SPEAKING OF LIBARY CARDS, if you haven't yet gotten
yours, stop in the library, find the clipboard on the reading
table and fill out the requested information. Or you can
email Donna Landau at dmlandau@hotmail.com. Either
way, a key tag will be waiting for you at the library office.
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Join the Bet Ha'am Donor Gallery

We invite you to join the Bet Ha'am Donor

Gallery today! We have many needs and Fund choice (please check one):

many ways for you to contribute. If you General Fund

have an event you would like to celebrate, Sandmel Education Fund

a person you would like to honor, a Building Capital Campaign

yahrzeit to remember, or you just want to Berkowitz Open Door Fund

help support our programs, please fill out Rabbi's Discretionary Fund

the form and send it along with your check Youth Fund

to Bet Ha'am. Include an address if you Cohen Fund for Worship & Learning

would like an acknowledgement to be sent. Religious School Library Fund
Adult Library Fund

Our Donor Gallery listing should read: Rosalyne S. & Sumner T. Bernstein

Please acknowledge to: Scholar in Residence Fund

Your name: Tutor Fund

Check enclosed for $

Bet Ha’am Donor Gallery

We thank our generous contributors *Mazel Tov to Henry Wasserman on becoming Bar Mitzvah
by Charrisse Kaplan & David Johnson

Capital Campaign =In appreciation by anonymous

«In memory of my mother, Irma Goldberg, by Eleanor =In appreciation of Margaret Cugini, our new neighbor, by
Goldberg the Lichtman family

In memory of my father, Robert Goldberg, on his yahrzeit =In memory of Marjorie Leffler and Harry Alperin on their
by Eleanor Goldberg yahrzeits by Bill & Ki Leffler

<In memory of Elaine Kopans on her yahrzeit by Rona & In appreciation by Kay Jurkiewicz
Robert Rosenthal =In appreciation by Andrea Saks

«In honor of Edie & Joey Christian on becoming B'nai =In honor of Joey and Edie Christian becoming B'nai Mitzvah
Mitzvah by Sharon & Perry Newman by Jane Snerson

-Wishing Ken Lehman a speedy recovery by Laura Kittle & ~ *In appreciation by Syloke & Mejan Soong
Jeremy Moser =In memory of Fannie Lerman on her yahrzeit by

*Wishing Gordon Gayer a speedy recovery by Laura Kittle & Carl Lerman

Jeremy Moser
*Wishing Elizabeth Moser a speedy recovery by Laura Kittle

& Jeremy Moser Welcome Back

- Welcome back to Jane Sloven & Joe Py
Rabbi's Discretionary Fund

=In appreciation of Rabbi Saks by Eleanor Goldberg

General Fund Mazel Tov
=In memory of Lee Broder's mother, Edith Nadeau, by
Lee & Lisa Tabenken » Ruby Hoose graduated cum laude from
«In memory of Joel Polisner on his yahrzeit by Duane & Wake Forest University in May. She will
Evie Polisner work in California for the nonprofit group,
«In appreciation of Orly Biggie, Rabbi Saks and the Religious Health Corps, teaching teenagers about
School teachers by the Wasserman family fithess and nutrition.

=In appreciation of Rachel Stamieszkin for her tutoring and
friendship by the Wasserman family

=In appreciation of Sharon & Perry Newman and their
heartfelt music by the Wasserman family

«In appreciation of our congregation for their support and
fellowship by the Wasserman family -Condolences to Lee & Jamie Broder and

«In memory of Mo Blackman on his yahrzeit by Wendy & their family on the loss of Lee's mother,
Bill Sirois Edith Cohen Ravitch Nadeau

Zecher T'zaddik L'vrachah



Burundian Drummers

Last day of evening school



Please join us

on Friday evening, June 15, at 7:30 PM

for Shabbat services

as we honor

two very special Bet Ha'am volunteers

. Donna Landau,

for her dedication to revitalizing our Bet Ha'am
Library and preserving our congregation's history

. Sharon Newman,

for her extraordinary musical contributions to
our worship services
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Sun Mon
3 pa
Office Closed

10 11

Office Closed

17 18

Office Closed

24 25

Office Closed

Tue

5

Annual Meeting &
Strategic Planning
Kick-off
6:30 PM

12

Social Action
Committee
5:30 PM

19

Board of Trustees
6:30-8:30 PM

26

Wed

6

Morning Minyan
7:00 AM

13

Morning Minyan
7:00 AM

20

Morning Minyan
7:00 AM

27

Morning Minyan
7:00 AM

Thu

7

Library Committee
6:00 PM

14

21

28

Fri

1

Kabbalat Panim
7:00 PM
Kabbalat Shabbat
Teacher
Appreciation
Service 7:30PM

8

Kabbalat Panim
6:00 PM

Family Kabbalat
Shabbat Service
6:30 PM

15

Kabbalat Panim
7:00 PM

Kabbalat Shabbat
Volunteer
Appreciation
Service 7:30PM

22

Kabbalat Panim
7:00 PM

Kabbalat Shabbat
Service 7:30PM

29

Kabbalat Panim
7:00 PM

Kabbalat Shabbat
Service 7:30PM

Sat

2

Torah Study
9:00 AM
Worship Service
10:00 AM

1S

Torah Study
9:00 AM
Worship Service
10:00 AM

16

Torah Study
9:00 AM
Worship Service
10:00 AM

23

Torah Study
9:00 AM
Worship Service
10:00 AM

Emma Goldberg-
Courtney
Bat Mitzvah

30

Torah Study
9:00 AM

Worship Service
10:00 AM

Havdalah &
kumzitz 5:30 PM



